
 

 

May 18, 2018 

Dear Seminole State College Trustees and President McGee: 

Thank you for all you have done over the last seven years to keep higher education affordable, 
so students can graduate on time without the burden of heavy debt as they begin their careers. I am 
writing to respond to your letter dated May 10, 2018, in which you contemplated a tuition increase for 
your students.  

In your letter, you wrote that you “strongly believe in holding down tuition costs to ensure 
open access to state colleges thereby fulfilling our mission to deliver an affordable, high quality 
education.” I could not agree more, and that is why we have held the line on tuition, ensuring Florida’s 
students have access to an affordable education. 

That is also why we have prioritized funding for higher education. Since I took office, state 
funding for our state colleges has increased by $203.5 million or approximately 20 percent, from $1.02 
billion in Fiscal Year 2011-12 to $1.23 billion in Fiscal Year 2018-19. During this same time, state funding 
for our state universities has increased by an even greater amount. These investments have paid off. 

Recently, U.S. News & World Report ranked Florida the best state in the nation for higher 
education for the second year in a row. Two of our state colleges were 2017 finalists with distinction for 
the Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence. In addition, AffordableColleges.com ranked seven 
of our state universities in the 50 Most Affordable In-State Public Universities. We can be proud of 
these accomplishments, but we must continue to work to secure Florida’s future by providing students 
with an affordable education. 

I have had the privilege of appointing trustees who all committed to me their shared 
philosophy of holding the line on tuition and fees. As such, I expect trustees to provide leadership so 
that tuition and fees will not be increased at Seminole State College or any of our state colleges or 
universities. This will ensure that our students have access to an affordable education for generations to 
come. 

Thank you again for your hard work to ensure every student is afforded the opportunity to get 
a great, affordable education that lets them pursue their dreams.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Rick Scott  
Governor 

cc: Ms. Madeline Pumariega – Chancellor, Florida College System 
Mr. Marshall Criser – Chancellor, State University System 
Florida College System Trustees and Presidents 
State University System Trustees and Presidents 


